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RITA BRUMFIELD
A love for baseball, vineyards and caring for others: you 
can’t get more “Missouri” than that!
 
Rita Brumfield is the chief nursing officer at Ste. Genevieve 
County Memorial Hospital (SGCMH). A native of Ste. 
Genevieve, she completed her undergraduate degree at 
Southeast Missouri State University and earned her Master 
of Science in Nursing at Webster University in St. Louis. 
Over the next 50 years, Rita worked as a nurse throughout 

 RITA BRUMFIELDCOMMUNITY ADVISORY PANEL SPOTLIGHT: 

Rita Brumfield

Mississippi Lime Company’s mine rescue team came in first at the 35th Annual 
Mine Rescue Competition. Held at Missouri University of Science and Technology 
in Rolla, Missouri, the competition featured events ranging from written tests to 
disaster simulations.

In addition to earning overall first place, the team also won first place in both the 
benchman contest and field competition, and was named "Best in Missouri." 

This year’s competition was daunting, as 24 other rescue teams from companies 
and universities, some of which had experience competing at the national level, 
participated in the event. 

“I’m incredibly proud of our performance, especially considering the experienced 
teams we were up against,” said captain Kyle Clark, who has represented 
Mississippi Lime for more than a decade. “We knew this would be the toughest 
year yet.”

Clark added, “In the end, this competition isn’t really about the medals and 
achievements. Our goal is to look out for our fellow employees and rescuers and 
keep them safe in times of emergency. As long as we can accomplish that, it is 
worth more than any first place trophy.”

Bill Ayers also congratulated the team. “This competition was an outstanding 
success not just for our mine rescue team. These accomplishments speak to our 
company’s commitment to safety in the workplace.”

Marci Frazier, director of safety for Mississippi Lime, brought attention to the 
team’s camaraderie: “A successful mine rescue team takes not only dedicated 
and skilled employees, it also takes special chemistry to execute under times of 
extreme stress. This team has that chemistry.”

Ed Staffen, a trainer and long-time mine rescue volunteer, agreed. 

CHAMPIONS OF SAFETY: MLC'S MINE RESCUE TEAM TAKES TOP HONORS
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COMMUNITY ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS
The Mississippi Lime Company Mine Rescue team (left to right): Mike Wolf, co-captain; Zach 
Duncan, gasman; Pat Nichols, mapman; Kyle Clark, captain; Allen Schilli, team trainer; John 
Miller, first aid; Jared Boland, fresh air base attendant; Ed Staffen, team trainer; Charlie Gegg, 
fresh air base attendant. Not pictured, Jesse Gegg, team coordinator. Below, left: Trainer Ed 
Staffen celebrates his retirement from MLC. Below, right: Mine rescue team members compete 
in a medical emergency simulation.

Missouri. She first worked at Mercy Jefferson, then Riverview Manor nursing 
home. After that, she served at Perry County for 22 years in three capacities: 
staff RN, house supervisor and then director of nursing. She then moved to 
Mineral Area Regional Medical Center for two years where she worked as an 
ER RN director, before landing in her current position at SGCMH as the chief 
nursing officer. 

More than anything else, Rita cares about the well-being of the community—it’s 
why she became a nurse. She dreamed of being a nurse as a child. For a high 
school senior year essay contest, she submitted an inspiring and sentimental 
essay about why Ste. Genevieve needs a hospital (at the time they didn’t have 
one). Her essay won and was kept at the American Legion Post 150, recently 
being brought out at the celebration of her 50 years in nursing.
 
She became involved with Mississippi Lime’s Community Advisory Panel 
through SGCMH CEO, Tom Keim; and Bruce Giesler, senior project manager at 
MLC and president of SGCMH’s Friends Foundation Board.
 
“Mississippi Lime does a lot for the community of Ste. Genevieve,” said Rita. 
“I’m happy to serve on their advisory panel, where I can provide insights from a 
healthcare and well-being point of view.”

MLC has done a lot to support the programs of SGCMH. For example, MLC 
has donated to and promoted SGCMH’s cancer unit, which works hard to 
provide quality care to those in the Ste. Genevieve area and beyond. Another 
hospital program MLC supports is SGCMH’s Ride to Survive, a fundraising bike 
challenge to raise money for cancer care, education and research.
 
“All things considered, Mississippi Lime’s mission matches our own,” Rita said. 
“We’re both interested in the well-being of the community and our employees. 
Partnering with Mississippi Lime on local community programs has made a big 
difference.”
 
Rita is married to Jim, who worked at MLC until his retirement in 1999. She has 
three children, six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. When she is not 
caring for others at the hospital, Rita can be found in her brother’s vineyard and 
enjoying the outdoors. Rita loves reading and watching Cardinals baseball—both 
at Busch Stadium and during spring training in Jupiter, Florida.  n
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We are currently seeking 
experienced Class A CDL 
drivers to safely operate 
tractor trailers to deliver 
materials in a timely 
manner while ensuring 
customer satisfaction. 
Drivers are being sought 
right here in our own 
community of Ste. 
Genevieve. 

MLDS ships bulk products 24/7 from the Ste. Genevieve plant, as well as 
from several other locations. 

Log in to mississippilime.com/locations/mlds/ for more information or to 
apply. Join us on the MLC page on LinkedIn, or like MLDS on Facebook for 
further details and information. n

Community impact projects are impor-
tant to MLC and our employees. Here 
are a few that we're involved in. 

NUTRITION CENTER DONATIONS
For the second year in a row, 
Mississippi Lime donated almost 150 
pounds of beef to the Ste. Genevieve 
Nutrition Center. The Nutrition Center  
serves up to 330 meals a day and doz-
ens of daily Meals on Wheels to those 
in need in the community.

TRUNK OR TREAT
Mississippi Lime hosted a Trunk or 
Treat event for children and grand-
children of employees at the Ste. 
Genevieve site. Employees dressed 
in costume and decorated "trunks" 
providing a safe place for children to 
trick-or-treat. The event featured a 
special appearance by Calvin Calcium.  

PEDAL THE CAUSE
This year, MLC not only participated 
by riding in Pedal the Cause, but also 
held a "road block" and a barbecue 
to raise additional funds prior to the 
event. On the day of the event, 21 MLC 
employees cycled and 18 volunteers 
ran a"fueling station." This year's 
event helped raise $65,000 to help 
end cancer and provide funding for 
valuable research.

MUSEUM LEARNING CENTER 
Mississippi Lime is a part of the 
legacy of learning provided by the 
renovation of the Koetting Building 
into the new Ste. Genevieve Museum 
& Learning Center. The 11,500 sq 
ft building will feature two levels 
of learning, including artifacts and 
exhibits from the Darrough Collection, 
educational classes and events, a gift 
shop and more. Construction is set to 
begin in 2018. 

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF 
Mississippi Lime Distribution Services 

by Tom French & Mary Grass

Last month, Mississippi 
Lime participated in 
National Manufacturing 
Day held at Mineral 
Area College in Park 
Hills, Missouri. Mineral 
Area College, local 
economic development 
and workforce 
development agencies 
planned the event 
to draw attention 
to the outstanding 
opportunities that a 
career in manufacturing 
can provide. 

More than 200 middle school students 
attended from area schools including 
Bismarck, Farmington, Central, North County, 
Fredericktown, Valle Catholic, Ste. Genevieve 
and Perry County. The students received hands-
on experience in the area of manufacturing and 

were given information and tips from representatives of 
manufacturing firms throughout the region.

Activities included 
interactive displays 
from some of the area's 
leading manufacturers, 
tours of Mineral Area 
College's state-of-the-art 
advanced manufacturing 
labs, video presentations 
and robotics 
demonstrations.

Mississippi Lime 
presented an 
underground mining 
diorama with an 
explanation and pictures 

of our rotary and shaft kilns, information about 
the chemistry of limestone, lime and hydrate, 
and a presentation about the use of lime in our 
everyday lives. In addition, Kurt Meyer from 
Simformotion had Caterpillar's traveling CAT 
Simulator on site for students to sit in and get 
the feel of operating a bulldozer. n

MLC'S STE. GENEVIEVE AREA COMMUNITY IMPACT PROJECTS 

MISSISSIPPI LIME PARTICIPATES IN MANUFACTURING DAY EVENT

“This team has a great bond among 
the volunteers,” Staffen said. “They 
have three years of experience 
training together.”

Mississippi Lime’s mine rescue 
team is made up of specially-trained 
volunteer employees who meet 
monthly for eight hours to train and 
prepare for any crisis that may arise 
in the mine.

Ed Staffen Inducted into Missouri Mine 
Rescue Hall of Fame

Veteran MLC rescuer and trainer, 
Ed Staffen, was inducted into the 
Missouri Metal and Nonmetal Mine 
Rescue Hall of Fame. 

Staffen volunteered to join the rescue 
team when it was started in the 
mid-1980’s. “It’s an honor and very 
humbling. There are many people in 
the Hall of Fame I look up to and who 
inspire me. To be a part of this is a 
privilege,” Staffen said.

“I’ve had great mentors over the 
years - John Litzenberger and 
Norman Stoll to name two. I want to 
thank them and everyone who has 
helped me along the way. I wouldn't 
be where I am today without them.”

Ed Staffen retired in September after 
40 years at MLC. Staffen’s name 
will be inscribed on a trophy and 
displayed at national mine rescue 
contests. n

CONT.
FROM 
COVER

MLC IS HIRING! MISSISSIPPI LIME DISTRIBUTION
SERVICES SEEKING EXPERIENCED DRIVERS MLC MINE RESCUE TEAM

MLC INVESTS IN MISSOURI S&T 
UNIVERSITY SME PROGRAM
Mississippi Lime recently 
made a donation to Missouri 
University of Science and 
Technology to benefit the 
manufacturing engineering 
program. 

The donation will specifically 
sponsor alumni events 
and provide needed 
equipment for the Society 
of Manufacturing Engineers 
(SME). 

The manufacturing engineering program covers items such as 
product manufacturing, processes and technologies. Manufacturing 
engineers have the task of improving processes to be better, faster 
and cheaper. To learn more about the programs visit 
https://mae.mst.edu/manufacturingengineering/ n

Mississippi Lime employees and partners participated in the Mineral Area College 

Manufacturing Day October 6, 2017. 

Mississippi Lime employees along with Rollet 

Brothers Trucking provided supplies to those 

affected by Hurricane Harvey in Texas. 

MLC's Pedal the Cause cycling team with Brett 

Haubrich (front, center). 

Calvin Calcium and Batman made a special 

appearance at the MLC Trunk or Treat event.

Mississippi Lime employees raised $65,000 

during the Pedal the Cause annual event.

(MLDS) worked together with Rollet Brothers Trucking Co. to provide a truck 
and trailer to Ste. Genevieve Eagles 4336, a non-profit organization. Kurt 
Martin, a member, approached them with the idea of collecting and hauling 
supplies to Texas. MLDS employees Aaron “Tater” Brewer, Dale Klump and 
Lonnie King, along with Martin and his volunteers Janet Cox, Tim Bauman, 
Tim Jenkins and Clayton Cox set up donation stations in Ste. Genevieve 
and Farmington, Missouri. After six days, the communities collected nearly 
26,000 pounds of supplies including diapers, water, soap and other non-per-
ishable items for donation to the hurricane victims in the Houston area.

STE. GENEVIEVE COMMUNITY GARDEN
Community gardens are sprouting up all over the state, providing home-
grown produce. Last year, several Ste. Genevieve residents reached out to 
Master Gardeners through the local University of Missouri extension office 
to help start a community garden. This past fall, MLC helped support the 
effort. n

DID YOU KNOW?
TIME-TESTED WALLS 
The earliest use of lime dates to 
between 7,000 and 14,000 years ago. 
The Romans mixed lime with other 
ingredients to create concrete that 
have withstood ocean waves for 
over 2,000 years. 

Quicklime is used in making mortar, 
plaster, cement, steel and road 
paving materials. 

Calcium is the fifth most abundant 
mineral in the world.

MOTHER EARTH FRIENDLY   
Limestone products are used 
extensively in environmental 
preservation efforts. Waste water 
treatment and acid spills are just 
a few ways limestone products are 
used to address environmental 
needs.

Mississippi Lime's Terry Zerr (second from 
right) and Kris Schuster (second from left) 
present the check to faculty and staff at 
Missouri S&T University.  
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why she became a nurse. She dreamed of being a nurse as a child. For a high 
school senior year essay contest, she submitted an inspiring and sentimental 
essay about why Ste. Genevieve needs a hospital (at the time they didn’t have 
one). Her essay won and was kept at the American Legion Post 150, recently 
being brought out at the celebration of her 50 years in nursing.
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“I’m happy to serve on their advisory panel, where I can provide insights from a 
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MLC has done a lot to support the programs of SGCMH. For example, MLC 
has donated to and promoted SGCMH’s cancer unit, which works hard to 
provide quality care to those in the Ste. Genevieve area and beyond. Another 
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